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It's Almost Time for ArtsQuest!
The Exciting and Historic Arts
Experience Returns During Art Month

Saturday, May 7th [ 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. ® Sunday, May 8 | 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. | Grand Boulevard

By Lori LeaTH SmitH

As a child growing up in
Grayton Beach in the 80s,
Jennifer Steele never dreamed
she’d one day become the
director of a non-profit that
would help cultivate the arts
in our region. She just knew
she loved visiting the little art
shop of local Grayton Beach
artist Susan Foster where she
would buy postcards and pho-
tos. Susan’s gallery was her
first experience with fine art
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and as much a part of young
Jennifer’s childhood memo-
ries as Grayton Beach itself.
Susan, along with another
local Jan Clarke, dreamed of
having an art festival with oth-
er local artists to help bring
the community together to
provide a sense of community
the art world provides. Susan
and Jan began mentioning
their arts festival idea to other
locals such as Van Ness But-
ler, and the buzz began with

folks coming into the gallery
talking excitedly. The Walton
County Tourist Development
Council, who also adminis-
tered the festival’s first TDC
grant, recommended they
schedule the event during a
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slower time of year.

The rest is history. In 1989,
with a small community gath-
ering, the first Grayton Beach
Fine Arts Festival, now called
ArtsQuest, was born! Early
organizers chose Mother’s

2008 ArtsQuest in Grand Boulevard: Cameron Moore, Lee
Moore, Jan Clarke (AQ/CAA co-founder), Jennifer Steele,
Julie Steele
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Day weekend with the event
becoming one of the first in
our area to promote a “shoul-
der season.”

ARTSQUEST

continued on page 2

mant for several months, has turned
from brown to a beautiful carpet
green. Wilted plants and flowers are
coming alive again, and the cold
winter wind has been replaced with
a warm gentle breeze. Yes, Spring is
here!

Last year, in early spring, a friend
and I traveled to Macon, Ga., hop-
ing to see the cherry trees in bloom.
It has been reported that Macon
has more than 350,000 Yoshino

EASTER

continued on page 2
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ARTSQUEST

continued from page 1

Many locals, all volunteers
and names you might still rec-
ognize today, were involved in
this first endeavor including Jeff
Ellis, Chris and Manny Chavez,
Malcolm Patterson, Paul Di-
giamico, Doug Krumel, Nicky
Trye, Jack Houston, Hilda Mc-
Donald, Kitty Tyler and sever-
al more. Through the years, it
evolved into a weekend event
and has moved to various loca-
tions such as Eden State Gar-
dens, Seaside and The Village
of Baytowne Wharf to accom-
modate its growth.

In the meantime, Jennifer was
growing up and witnessing it all
happen in her hometown. To-
day, 34 years since the festival’s
inception, Jennifer is the Cul-
tural Arts Alliance (CAA) Ex-
ecutive Director and ArtsQuest
is one of the largest juried art
shows in the region bringing in
thousands of attendees from all
over. Having evolved into much
more than a community gather-
ing, in a VIE Magazine article,
Jennifer describes ArtsQuest as
“an intricate and beautifully de-
tailed tapestry, woven over the
years by locals tooled with vary-

ing backgrounds, resources and
talents.”

Eventually, realizing the need
for a non-profit organization to
help cultivate the arts in Walton
County, the CAA was formed
as the official local arts agency.
Its vision is to continue to make
Walton County a home and
destination for cultural and ar-
tistic excellence where lives are
enriched, the economy is stim-
ulated and the community is
strengthened through the arts.
It offers support, connection
and access opportunities for all
forms of art, every variety of
maker, all levels of learners, and
especially, art lovers all through-
out the year.

Through sponsorships, ad-
vocacy, funding and education-
al programs, the CAA directly
connects people to all things art
related. ArtsQuest was the first
event the CGAA ever produced
and has truly become a beloved
CAA signature event — one of
the most significant ways CAA
is able to continue to fulfill its
mission. It bridges the gap for
those who either lack access to
the arts or could uniquely bene-
fit from the experience.

Each year, the CAA produc-
es popular, large-scale events,

Gz E
2022 Featured Artist
Orestes Barrios Marafién

including the 30A Songwrit-
ers Festival, Valentine Tour of
Homes, ArtsQuest Fine Arts
Festival and the Flutterby Chil-
dren’s Arts Festival; operates
The Foster Gallery, a local artist
collective showcasing art works
from more than 30 local artists
in a quarterly rotation; and also

presents over 250 exciting and
educational art workshops in its
offices at the Bayou Arts Cen-
ter. Further, the CAA recently
partnered with the South Wal-
ton Artificial Reef Association
to launch the nation’s first per-
manent Underwater Museum
of Art off the coast of Grayton
Beach State Park. Visit umafl.
org to learn more about this Art
in Public Spaces program that is
expanding the county’s artificial
reef system. The CAA also pro-
vides much-needed arts funding
through its Art For All grant
program to Walton County’s
teachers, students, artists and
arts organizations.

Still a Mother’s Day weekend
tradition, this year’s ArtsQuest,
May 7 and 8, is being hosted by
Grand Boulevard at Sandestin
and features exhibiting nation-
al, regional and local artists
as well as art workshops and
live art demonstrations. With
continuing support from Visit
South Walton and additional
support from the Florida De-
partment of State, Division of
Arts & Culture and Emerald
Coast Magazine, the festival will
provide an opportunity to view
and purchase original art from
more than 100 artists who con-

EASTER

continued from page 1

Cherry Trees that bloom in the
middle of March for about 10
days. During this period, Ma-
con is called the pinkest city in
the world. At this time, Macon
celebrates an event called the
International Cherry Blossom
Festival. Unfortunately, our visit
was about a week too late to see
the trees in bloom.

The history of the cherry
trees began in 1949. A native
of Macon, William A. Fickling,
discovered a unique and unrec-
ognized tree blooming in his
yard. Later, while visiting Wash-
ington, D.C., he realized, seeing
the same type of tree there, that
it was a Yoshino Cherry Tree.

He and his family began distrib-
uting the tree throughout Ma-
con, and well, the rest is history!

Tradition has it that the tree
symbolizes eternity and the
blossoms speak of renewal and
new beginnings. Because of the
blossom’s short duration, they
represent the briefness of life
on earth. It seems fitting that
the death and resurrection of
Christ is celebrated in the spring
of each year. The death of Jesus
was like a bitter winter storm to
all those who were close to Him.
But His resurrection three days
later—when death gave way
to life—was the awakening of
Spring!

Can you imagine the re-
sponse of the women coming to
Christ’s tomb that early Sunday
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morning and finding His body
missing? Then two men, prob-
ably angels, dressed in white,
appeared and said, “why seck
the living among the dead? He
is not here but is risen” (Luke
24:5-6)

Many today are living in an
endless wintertime, seemingly
without hope. We have a mes-
sage to share: Jesus Christ is
alive! There is hope for change.
Spring is here and all who put
their trust in Christ will expe-
rience a new beginning! Jesus
said, “because I live you also
shall live.” (John 14:19).

This world is caught in the
cold darkness of confusion and
trouble. But because Jesus Christ
arose from the dead, the Bible
says “Therefore He is able to

Indoor perfection. Brought to you by Trane.

completely save those who draw
near to God through Him, since
He always lives to intercede for
them.” Hebrews 7:25)

So, dear friend, no matter
the season you find yourself in,
your life can be changed from
winter to spring, through the
living power of the resurrected
Christ! This Easter can be a new
beginning for you if you’ll join
the millions of Christians who
will be celebrating what Easter
is truly all about. Let the Easter
message come alive for you, as
Death gives way to life!

Happy Easter.

Rev. Gueary Clendenning is the
retired pastor of the Valparaiso As-
sembly of God.

Air Conditioning * Heating
Electrical

Buy now, pay over time.* *With approved credit.

850.897.5559

4618 E Hwy 20, Niceville * Visit HoltPhillips.com

vene each year from throughout
the U.S. They will display their
original artwork in various me-
diums including, but not lim-
ited to, ceramics, glass, oil and
acrylics, photography, sculpture,
metal and wood. They will also
compete for awards and cash
prizes totaling $10,000. Fur-
ther, the festival will offer heri-
tage art demonstrations, a CAA
member artist exhibit, a Walton
County student exhibit, contin-
uous live music and entertain-
ment and “ImagiNation: where
kids rule.” A full cash bar will be
available throughout the week-
end in Grand Park.

You will find this year’s fea-
tured artist, Orestes Barrios
Maranén, who was also the
2021 ArtsQuest ‘Best in Show’
winner, at the event. His fea-
tured piece, “Fable In Eden,” is

Continued on page 45
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Hope Squad: Positive Mental Health for Our Youth

Suicide is the second leading
cause of death among young
people ages 10-24. According to
the Florida Department of Vital
Statistics, suicide was the third
leading cause of death for indi-
viduals ages 5 to 14 in 2020.

Northwest  Florida, from
Walton to Escambia Counties,
combined in 2018-2020, falls in
the top five in youth suicides per
100,000 population for the State
of Florida. It is time for our
communities to come together
on this topic and be aware of
the challenges we face in keep-
ing our kids safe.

The Youth Risk Behavior
Survey (YRBS), a statewide
school-based survey of Flori-
da’s public high school students,
showed that 39.3% of high
school students felt sad or hope-
less. 17.7% seriously consid-
ered attempting suicide, 13.8%
made a suicide plan and 8.9%
attempted suicide.

Tortunately, there’s the Hope

Squad, part of United for a
Good Cause, a local 501(c) (3)
charitable organization. United
for a Good Cause is the lead en-
tity that helps secure funding for
and implements Hope Squad in
our region’s schools.

In 2019 after seeing the con-
cerning statistics for our region,
United for a Good Cause, Inc.
took on the task of raising the
money to bring the Hope Squad
program to this region. Thanks
to many area businesses like Eg-
lin Federal Credit Union, United
Way Emerald Coast, Okaloosa
Cares Grant, Bit-Wizards, Em-
erald Coast Harley Davidson,
and organizations like Impact
100, Sunday’s Child, 100 Wom-
en Who Care, Niceville Strong,
The Tatissa Foundation and
numerous smaller donors, fund-
ing has been made possible to
start a Hope Squad program in
most elementary and secondary
schools in Okaloosa and Walton
School Districts and others over

the next year.

According to United for a
Good Cause, Inc. Executive
Director Peggy Brockman, “We
have 18 schools that currently
have their Hope Squad program
in various stages of implemen-
tation. Fifteen of those are in
Okaloosa County School Dis-
trict, one in Santa Rosa and two
in Escambia County. Others will
be onboarding their programs
over the next year. We still have a
long way to go, but we are mov-
ing forward in spite of a global
pandemic slowing the process.
Students are finding hope again
and are learning that it is ok to
speak up and seek help. 75% of

young people will tell a peer be-
fore harming themselves but will
not go to an adult. That is why
the peer-to-peer program is so
successful across the country.”

Recently, four  regional
“Community  Conversation”
meetings regarding the mental
health of our youth were held—
locally at Choctawhatchee and
Crestview High Schools and
Pensacola State College Milton
and Pensacola Campuses.

Dr. Greg A. Hudnall, found-
er and Executive Director of
HOPE4UTAH and creator of
the Hope Squad peer-to-peer
suicide prevention program,
led the conversations. He has
championed suicide prevention
in schools and communities for
more than 20 years. His exper-
tise 13 not only sought after local-
ly, but also nationally and inter-
nationally at the highest levels of
government.

In addition, the seventh an-
nual Youth Leadership Con-

ference took place at Niceville
High School on March 5th and
encouraged area 7th-12th grade
students in public, private or
homeschools to attend. It specif-
ically was designed to help these
students cultivate leadership
skills, empower them with tools
and resources, and inspire them
to live and model civic action
in the community while help-
ing them discover their purpose
and potential. The conference
brought together students and
youth from throughout the re-
gion that are interested in lead-
ership—a great number already
actively participating within the
Hope Squad Peer-to-Peer Sui-
cide Prevention Program.

For more information, con-
tact our Executive Director, Peg-
gy Brockman at (850) 259-8356
or e-mail: u4agchs@gmail.com.
And please visit unitedforagood-
cause.org, hopesquad.com or
Facebook at United for A Good
Cause, Inc.

Want to Join an Easter Church Service?

Destiny Worship Center

Destin Campus

Friday, April 15

Good Friday Service 6pm

Saturday, April 16

Eggstravaganza Community Egg Hunt 3pm
Easter Service 5 p.m.

Sunday, April 17

Easter Services: 8:30am, 10am, 11:30am
DestinyWorshipCenter.com

Destin United Methodist Church

Friday, April 15

Good Friday Service | 6pm | Destin Life Center

Sunday, April 17

Easter Sunrise Service | 6am | Henderson
Beach State Park

Beach Service | 7:30am | Crab Trap Restaurant
Scenic 98

Xalt Service Contemporary | 9:30am | Destin
Life Center

Traditions Service Traditional | 11am | Sanctuary

Destinumc.org

Village Church

Thursday, April 14

Maundy Thursday | Communion on the Greens
| 6 pm

Sunday, April 17

Resurrection Sunday | Small Groups 9 am |
Worship 10 am

Egg Hunt Sunday | 11 am

VillageBaptist.org

Emmanuel Anglican Church
Holy Week April 10-17

Sunday, April 10

Palm Sunday Worship | 9am

Thursday, April 14

Maundy Thursday Foot-washing and Eucharist
| 7pm

Friday, April 15

Good Friday Service | Noon

Saturday, April 16

Holy Saturday Service | Noon

Sunday, April 17

Easter Sunday Resurrection Worship | 9am

lacdestin.org

AJ'S EL DORADD SUNSHINE LAGER
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00000OGOOS 5 00000 OOOS
Music Bingo | 6pm | FatBoys
Destin

Baytowne Live Music | 6pm |
Baytowne Wharf

Boomin’ Tuesday | 6:30pm |
Baytowne Wharf

Trivia | 7om | World of Beer
Rock’n Bingo Night | 7pm |
Landsharks Pizza

Open Jam Mic Night | 8pm |
Enlightened Studios

00000OOOS 6 00000 OOOS
Spring Youth Cimbing | 5:30pm |
Rock Out Climbing

Bonfire on the Beach | 6épm | The
Bay

Country Line Dancing | 7pm | The
Block FWB

Open Mic Night | 7pm |
Enlightened Studios

Silent Disco | 7pm | HarborWalk
Village

Wednesday Night Free Concert
Series | 7pom | Baytowne Wharf
000000 OOS 7 00000 O0OCGOS
Mermaids & Pirates | 5pm |
HarborWalk Village

Baytowne Live Music | 6pm |
Baytowne Wharf

Sandestin Wine Festival Kick
Off Party | 6pm | Village Door
Baytowne

Open Poetry Night | 7pm |
Enlightened Studios

Bachata / Zouk Classes | 7pm |
Enlightened Studios

Latin Dance Lessons | 7om | The
Block FWB

Ladies Night | 10pm | McGuires
Destin

00000OOGOS 8 00000 O0OCOS

Free Beach Bonfire | 5pm | Royal
Palm Grille

Sandestin Wine Festival | 5pm |
Baytowne Wharf

Family Game Night: Bingo | 6pm
| Hub 30a

Karaoke Night | 7om | Harry T's
HarborWalk

Drag Night / Spring Break | 9pm |
Enlightened Studios

Latin Dancing | 9pm | Bric a Brac
00000OOGOS 9 000000 OCGOS

Trail Life Car Show | 8am |
Northwest Florida Fairgrounds
5K Fun Run/Walk | 8:30am | Destin
High School

Home Show | 9am | Emerald Coast
Convention Center

Seas The Day Yoga | 9am |
Sandestin Beaches

Farmer’s Market | 9am-1pm |
Grand Boulevard

Easter Brunch & Egg Hunt | 10am
| The Gulf

Easter KEG Hunt Fundraiser |
10am | Boathouse Oyster Bar
Sandestin Wine Festival | 1pm |
Baytowne Wharf

Rock the Docks | 7pm |
HarborWalk Village

Karaoke | 8pm | World Of Beer
Destin

Drag Night | 9om | Enlightened
Studios

e00ccccee ) eccccccce
Beach Church Service | 8am | Ed
Walline Beach

Chakra Yoga | 9am | Enlightened
Studios

Home Show | 11am | Emerald
Coast Convention Center
Sandestin Wine Festival Brunch |
11am | Baytowne Wharf

Kids Flower Pot Painting | 12pm |
3rd Planet Brewing

Sound Bath | 6pm | Prana Mudra
Center Hot Yoga

000000000 1] eccccccee
Free Beach Bonfire/SIN Night |
S5pm | Royal Palm Grille
ec0cccccce 12 eccccccoe
FPRA Member Mixer & Award
Ceremony | 5:30pm | J.Leon
Gallery & Studio

Music Bingo | 6pm | FatBoys
Destin

Trivia | 7pm | World of Beer
Rock’n Bingo Night | 7pm |
Landsharks Pizza

Open Jam Mic Night | 8pm |
Enlightened Studios

00000 0O0OCOS 13 000000 OGOS
Bonfire on the Beach | 6pm | The
Bay

Country Line Dancing | 7om | The
Block FWB

Open Mic Night | 7pm |
Enlightened Studios

Silent Disco | 7pm | HarborWalk
Village

Wednesday Night Free Concert
Series | 7pm | Baytowne Wharf
eecceccee 14 eccccccce
Mermaids & Pirates | Spm |
HarborWalk Village

Doggie EGGstravaganza | 5:30pm
| Grand Boulevard

Baytowne Live Music | 6pm |
Baytowne Wharf

Open Poetry Night | 7pm |
Enlightened Studios

Latin Dance Lessons | 7om | The
Block FWB

Bachata / Zouk Classes | 7pm |
Enlightened Studios

Ladies Night | 10pm | McGuires
Destin

00000 c0ee 15 eccccccee
"Old MacDonald"” Theatre | 9am |
Emerald Coast Theatre

Free Beach Bonfire | 5pom | Royal
Palm Grille

Family Game Night: Bingo | 6pm
| Hub 30a

Paint & Sip | 6pm | Palms
Coffeehouse

Karaoke Night | 7pom | Harry T's
HarborWalk

Latin Dancing | 9pm | Bric a Brac
00000000 1H eccccccce
SeaOat Planting | Okaloosa Island
Farmer’s Market | 9am-1pm |
Grand Boulevard

City of Destin Easter Egg Hunt |
9am | Morgan Sports Complex
Easter Brunch & Egg Hunt | 10am
| The Gulf

Bob Ross Day | 10am |
Enlightened Studios

4 Legs & Easter Eggs | 10am | 3
Dogs & a Chick FWB

Easter Eggstravaganza | 3pm |
Destiny Worship

90s Party | 6pm | 3rd Planet
Brewing

Easter Service | 6pm | Beachside
Community Church

Rock the Docks | 7pm |
HarborWalk Village

Karaoke | 8pm | World Of Beer
Destin

Drag Night | 9pom | Enlightened
Studios

eeecoocee 17 Easter ®eecceee
Beach Church Service | 8am | Ed
Walline Beach

Chakra Yoga | 9am | Enlightened
Studios

Easter Brunch | 10am | The
Henderson

Easter Brunch & Egg Hunt | 10am
| The Island Hotel

Drag Brunch | 10:30am |
Enlightened Studios

Easter Brunch | 10:30am | Emerald
Grande

Easter Brunch | 11am | Ocean
Club Destin

Easter Bunny Visits | 1pm | LuLu’s
Destin

Visit the Easter Bunny | 2pm |
HarborWalk Village

Easter Dinner Cruise | 5pm |
Solaris Yacht

Sound Bath | 6pm | Prana Mudra
Center Hot Yoga

Calis To Do In Destin! APRIL 2022

e00ccccee 18 eccccccee

U.S.A.F. Historic Beach Flyover
Honoring Doolittle Raiders | 5o0m
| The Boardwalk on Okaloosa Island
Free Beach Bonfire/SIN Night |
S5pm | Royal Palm Grille
ec0cccccce 19 eccccccee
Music Bingo | 6pm | FatBoys
Destin

Baytowne Live Music | 6pm |
Baytowne Wharf

Trivia | 7pom | World of Beer
Rock’n Bingo Night | 7pm |
Landsharks Pizza

Open Jam Mic Night | 8pm |
Enlightened Studios

e00ccccee 20 eccccccee
Bonfire on the Beach | pm | The
Bay

Country Line Dancing | 7pm | The
Block FWB

Open Mic Night | 7pm |
Enlightened Studios

Wednesday Night Free Concert
Series | 7pom | Baytowne Wharf
o00000OOGOS 21 000000 OOS
South Walton Beaches Food &
Wine Festival | Grand Boulevard
Bubbly Baytowne | 5pm |
Baytowne Wharf

Baytowne Live Music | 6pm |
Baytowne Wharf

Latin Dance Lessons | 7pm | The
Block FWB

Open Poetry Night | 7pom |
Enlightened Studios

Ladies Night | 10pm | McGuires
Destin

ec0cccccce 22 eccccccoe
South Walton Beaches Food &
Wine Festival | Grand Boulevard
Free Beach Bonfire | 5o0m | Royal
Palm Grille

Family Game Night: Bingo | 6pm
[ Hub 30a

Karaoke Night | 7pm | Harry T's
HarborWalk

Latin Dancing | 9pm | Bric a Brac
00000 cee 23 eccccccce
South Walton Beaches Food &
Wine Festival | Grand Boulevard
Farmer’s Market | 9am-1pm |
Grand Boulevard

Earth Day Clean Up | 8am |
Okaloosa County Leave No Trace
Spring Festival | 9am | Chautauqua
Vineyards + Winery

Firetruck Pull | 12pm | 3rd Planet
Brewing

Destin Coastal Fashion Week |
7pm | The Island Resort

Karaoke | 8om | World Of Beer
Destin

Drag Night | 9pm | Enlightened
Studios

e0c0ccccee 2/ cccccccece

South Walton Beaches Food &
Wine Festival | Grand Boulevard
Beach Church Service | 8am | Ed
Walline Beach

Chakra Yoga | 9am | Enlightened
Studios

Artisan Market | 11am | Destin
Commons

Ballet Conservatory Spring
Dance | 4:30 | HarborWalk Village
Sound Bath | 6pm | Prana Mudra
Center Hot Yoga

00000 OOOS 25 00000OOCOS
Free Beach Bonfire/SIN Night |
S5pm | Royal Palm Grille
00000000 e 25 eccccccoe
Music Bingo | 6pm | FatBoys
Destin

Trivia | 7pom | World of Beer
Rock’n Bingo Night | 7pm |
Landsharks Pizza

Open Jam Mic Night | 8pm |
Enlightened Studios

000ccccee 27 eccccccoee
Bonfire on the Beach | 4épm | The
Bay

Country Line Dancing | 7pm | The
Block FWB

Open Mic Night | 7pm |
Enlightened Studios

Wednesday Night Free Concert
Series | 7pm | Baytowne Wharf
eeccccece 28 eccccccee
Open Poetry Night | 7pm |
Enlightened Studios

Latin Dance Lessons | 7pm | The
Block FWB

Ladies Night | 10pm | McGuires
Destin

00c0ccccee 20 oeccccccee
Free Beach Bonfire | 5pm | Royal
Palm Girille

Family Game Night: Bingo | 6pm
| Hub 30a

Karaoke Night | 7pm | Harry T's
HarborWalk

Crazy for You | 7:30pm | Emerald
Coast Theatre Co.

Comedy Night | 9om | Enlightened
Studios

Latin Dancing | 9pm | Bric a Brac
e0eccccee 30 cccccccee
Heritage Museum of Northwest
Florida 5K Run / Walk | 8am
Farmer’'s Market | 9am-1pm |
Grand Boulevard

Crazy for You | 1pm, 4pm, 7:30pm
| Emerald Coast Theatre Co.
Exotic Car Show | 4:30pm | The
Palms of Destin Resort

Ascension Sacred Heart Emerald
Ball | 6pm | Hilton Sandestin
Karaoke | 8pm | World Of Beer
Destin

Drag Night | 9pm | Enlightened
Studios

EVENTS - LIVE MUSIC - FOOD

WWW.TODOINDESTIN.COM
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Fire Truck Pull to Benefit Twin Cities Pavilion

Multiple community organi-
zations are teaming up to com-
plete fundraising for a major
project at Twin Cities Pavilion
(TCP). “You could say we are
‘all pulling together’ to sponsor
a fire truck pulling contest on
April 23 at 3rd Planet Brew-
ing,” said Bob Hoffman, coor-
dinator of the team effort that
will address safety and cosmetic
issues at the front entrance area
at TGP, “We’re looking for any

community group or business

willing to come out and have
some fun to help the residents
of TCP”

The Rotary Clubs of Mid-
Bay Bridge, Niceville/Valpara-
1so, Destin and Fort Walton
Beach, along with the Knights
of Columbus from Christ Our
Redeemer and Holy Name
Catholic churches are support-
ing the effort with donations,
planning and staffing. Also help-
ing with donations and staff are
the Okaloosa County Fire-Res-

cue Organization, Valparaiso
Realty and Dynamic Software
Solutions.

There will be two competi-
tions—the Open Division for
the more serious competitors
to show their stuff. A team con-
sists of 10 people who pull a fire
truck 15 feet one time, and the
best time wins. The $200 per
team entry fee all goes to the
project.

“In the Business Division, any
group can enter. They will get

their name or logo on T-shirts
we’re making for competitors,”
says Bob. “This could include
businesses, churches, non-prof-
its or even neighborhoods.” The
$250 entry fee helps the Pavilion
and offsets the cost of the event.

Teams can register by scan-
ning the QR code on flyers be-
ing distributed or visiting the
Facebook pages and website of
the organizations listed above,
such as Mid-Bay Bridge Rotary.

The TCP project involves

refurbishing the entrance area,
which is also used by residents
for sitting and relaxing outdoors.

The event will begin with
team check-in at noon. Com-
petition begins start at 1 p.m.
There will be two food trucks,
raffles and music.

Contact Bob Hoffman at
(850) 428-3261 with additional
questions.

on
)

»
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Destin Rotary Cajun Crawfish Bash is Back!

The Rotary Club of Destin
will host its 10th Annual Cajun
Crawfish Bash Charity Fund-
raiser at The Towne Centre at
Seascape with co-host, Mezcal
Mexican Grill on Friday, May
6 from 5:30 until 9 p.m. Event

proceeds benefit young fami-
lies in need through Food For
Thought, Harvest House, Boys
& Girls Club of the Emerald
Coast, Food For Thought, Har-
vest House and Mattie Kelly
Arts Foundation. A portion will

also benefit the Destin Rotary
Scholarship Fund.

Back by popular demand is
Fais Do-Do Band performing
its unique genre of zydeco mu-
sic. Integrating a blend of R&B,
soul, brass band, reggae, hip

Schlatters Fine Furniture

Huge Store Closing Retirement Sale! | Every Item on Sale Including All Fixtures!

After some 55 years of be-
ing in business, we have de-
cided to close our doors and
liquidate all the merchandise
at Schlatter’s Fine Furniture,
your friendly neighborhood
store for all your quality fur-
niture needs such as Bedroom

sets, Living Room sets and
Dining Room sets as well as
Bookcases and Cabinets. The
store founded by Mr. Doug in
1967 is finally closing its doors
for good.

To thank all our loyal cus-
tomers, friends and vendors for

their valuable patronage and at
the same time accomplish our
goals, we are having a huge
store closing retirement
sale! You can get great dis-
counts!

Going out of business S/:\[L[=]
EVERYTHING MUST GO!

EVERYTHING IS IN

chlallery furniture

hop, ska, rock and Afro-Carib-
bean, attendees are guaranteed
to be dancing! You can also en-
ter an incredible raffle drawing
and/or participate in a silent
auction for themed packages
from beach activities, bourbon
baskets, concert tickets, golfing,
restaurants, a grilling package
including a Kamado Joe grill,
and vacation stays — all to help

fund the growing needs of the
club’s charitable causes and
making a difference in our com-
munity.

Suitable for families of all
ages and open to the public,
Destin Rotary volunteers will
dish up fresh crawfish from
Louisiana with the traditional
potatoes, sausage and corn on
the cob. For kids and those who
don’t crave crawfish, there will
also be grilled hamburgers, hot
dogs and chicken available. A
Kid’s Zone will be onsite with
activities for children.

Tickets are §35 per person
for a large flat of crawfish and

Continued on page 12

Blowout prices continuing into
month two... Don’t miss out on
these GREAT DEALS!

STOCK AND READY FOR PICKUP

Open Monday - Saturday 10 am - 6:30 pm

329 Racetrack Rd. NW
Fort Walton Beach
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The Active Retired Men
of Destin (ARMOD) will meet
on April 8, 11:30, at the Destin
American Legion (311 Main
Street in Destin). Fred O’Bry-
an, representing the National
United Veterans Service Orga-
nization, will be guest speaker.
Lunch will be provided (cost:
$15). A special raftle will be con-
ducted by the speaker for The
National United Veteran’s Ser-
vice Organization (Tickets $5).
To attend, contact Jim Wood at
(850) 269-0196 /(850) 502 9468
or armyguyindestin@embarg-
mail.com. Please RSVP no later
than April 1.

The Building Industry
Association of Okaloosa
& Walton Counties will hold
its 43rd Annual Home Show at

the Emerald Coast Convention
Center on Okaloosa Island April
9 & 10, Saturday 9 a.m. — 5 p.m.
and Sunday 11 a.m. — 4 p.m. If
you’re interested in being an ex-
hibitor, call the BIA office at 850-
863-5107. Visit biaow.org for the
official 2022 Home Show Rules
and Entry form.

Bring the family and hop on
over to LuLu’s to see the tropi-
cally clad Easter Bunny, Sunday,
April 17, from 1 to 3 p.m. The
Easter Bunny will be visiting with
boys and girls and giving them
an Easter egg with a toy inside.
Located next to Legendary Ma-
rina; For more information, visit:
www lulubuffett.com/destin.

Bring your family Easter
Sunday, April 17, to an Easter

egg hunt on the beach at The
Island Resort at Fort Wal-
ton Beach followed by a de-
licious brunch buffet on The
Island Green. The Easter egg
hunts begin at 10 a.m. and are
divided into age groups. En-
joy an assortment of delicious
entrees and treats including, a
complimentary mimosa, an om-
elet bar, carving station, desserts,
and more at The Island’s Easter
Brunch buffet as well as live mu-
sic by the Jazz Cats trio from 11
a.m. - 2 p.m. The Easter Bunny
will also make a special appear-
ance! Brunch 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
on The Island Green. $65.00
per person. The Egg Hunt is
open to the public and partici-
pation is complimentary. Reser-
vations for brunch are encour-

aged. Please call 850-337-9182.

e Licensed & Insured

ARCHITECTURAL

Elements & Renovations
“Your Professional Flooring &Renovation Resource”

o Largest Selection of Tile, Stone, Wood, LVP, Carpet, & Pavers
e Custom Cabinets & Porcelain Countertops
e Outdoor Kitchens & Automated Pergola's

o Specializing in Kitchen & Bathroom Renovations

o FREE ESTIMATES

EipE
'm%ﬁ

181 Lynn Dr., Suite A, Santa Rosa Beach, FL. 32459 P. 850.622.0246 F. 866.929.2205

www.aerflooringexperts.com Instagram. aer_srb

Celebrate Easter on the Des-
tin Harbor. Enjoy an Easter
Brunch overlooking the Destin
Harbor in the Emerald Grande
HarborView Room from 10:30
am—2:30 pm (reservations rec-
ommended). Then hop on down
to HarborWalk Village and visit
with the Easter Bunny from 2—4
p-m. on the main stage. Adults:
$45. Children: $20. Reserva-
tions Required: 850-424-0622.

Cruise through a relaxing
Easter Sunday Dinner aboard
the Solaris yacht. After tak-
ing in the warm coastal breezes
and panoramic views from the
sky deck, guests will indulge in a
three-course dinner and special
children’s menu. Checkin 4:15
p-m.; cruise at 5 p.m. Reserva-
tions are required and available
online at SunQuestCruises.com
or by calling 850-650-2519.
Adults $86; Children $48.

The 2022 Emerald Ball to
benefit Ascension Sacred Heart
Emerald Coast will be held Sat-
urday, April 30, at 6 p.m. at the
Hilton Sandestin. The inaugural
event in 2019 raised an amazing
$217,631, thanks to the com-
munity’s generosity. This year’s

www.x8it.net e

B8 Marketin

Logo Design * BEranding » Web Designg

“We give you the look of a big business with the heart of a small business”

Web Design * Logo and Graphic Design ¢ SEO

Ross Vollmer
X8 Web Design « X8 Marketing
Xceler8 Your Business

O 970.324.0877
ross@x8it.net

T

www.x8marketing.com

proceeds are earmarked for a
state-of-the-art C'T' scanner for
the hospital’s pediatric and adult
patients. The evening will begin
with a cocktail hour at 6 p.m.
followed by dinner and dancing.
Entertainment