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Local Author Ann Kief’s Adoption Story

Blessed By Adoption Premiers July 23rd & 25th in South Walton

Meet local author Ann 

Kief, a former German bar-

oness, as she tells her adoption 

story through the pages of  her 

new book, Blessed by Adop-

tion. Here readers will find a 

true story about a German girl 

who was born a baroness, ad-

opted by Americans, and later 

became a “princess.” While 

searching for her biological 

roots, surprises unfolded, mir-

acles happened, and patterns 

developed that revealed a com-

mon life thread. Ann believes 

this is an inspirational book of  

amazing occurrences along the 

journey of  discovery, blend-

ing families and countries. 

“Whether adopted or not, 

readers will be drawn into the 

twists and turns of  the thought 

processes, relationships and re-

search,” she says. 

“An adoption story does not 

end when a bundle of  joy is 

placed in the arms of  an adop-

tive couple. For Ann Kief, ad-

opted as an infant in Germany 

by a U.S. military couple, her 

placement was just the begin-

ning of  her story—one that 

unfolded over many years and 

continues to unfold. Ann, who 

ultimately moved to America 

with her adoptive family, was 

drawn to discover her biologi-

cal German roots. Ann tells the 

heart-warming and compel-

ling story about her search to 

determine who her biological 

father was and if  she could lo-

cate and contact her biological 

mother,” says Alice H. Murray, 

local adoption attorney and 

writer.
Ann lived in Germany half  

of  her childhood, and became 

a naturalized American citizen 

as a teenager. As she began 

reflecting upon her life and 

searching for her biological 

roots, she uncovered surprises, 

encountered miracles and dis-

covered patterns that revealed 

a common thread weaving the 

tapestry of  her life. 

“With over 7.5 billion peo-

ple on the planet it’s easy to 

think our story may not mat-

ter. In this book, Ann writes a 

beautiful reminder that God is 
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Family 

Friendly Fun 

for July
By HeatHer Bennett

Don’t dread Mondays this sum-

mer. The week kicks off right with 

plenty of  activities to keep the little 

ones entertained. Stop at the South 

Walton Coastal Library for the chil-

dren’s summer reading program, or 

to experience the hands-on science 

program, From Shelves to Shores 

hosted by the Choctawhatchee Basin 

Alliance. For an adventure, The Hid-

den Lantern at Rosemary Beach is 

hosting a “Where’s Waldo” scavenger 

hunt. Also there’s Adventure in Alys 

on Monday mornings as The REP 

Theatre entertains with their original 

storytelling. The REP actors are at 

the Seaside Amphitheater in the af-

ternoon too.

Tuesday is booming! After spend-

ing the afternoon at the Seaside Am-

phitheater with The REP Theater, 

stick around for Huck and Lilly, from 

CMT’s “I Love Kelly Pickler.” They 

specialize in music for kids and the 

grownups who love them. For a good 

illusion and some light comedy, head 

over to Rosemary Beach and check 

out Melody Magic. The shows might 
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Helping to Build a Strong Community 
Through Our Future

By HeatHer BennettEvery day we are blessed 
to live in such a beautiful part 
of  Florida. It’s a place where 
we witness families enjoying 
quality time together whether 
it’s biking, kayaking, SUP-
ing, swimming or building 
sandcastles. Children’s laugh-
ter can be heard all around. 
However, not all children in 
our community are able to 
spend that quality time with 
their families. Did you know 
that there are over 1,400 kids 
in foster care throughout Wal-
ton, Okaloosa, Santa Rosa 
and Escambia counties? Children are separated 

from their parents and put 
into the foster care system 
due to physical abuse, drug 
abuse, neglect or incarcera-
tion. Their lives are uprooted 
from the familiarity of  their 
home, for various reasons, to 
keep them safe. The Depart-
ment of  Children and Fami-
lies, and the Families First 
Network find foster homes for 
these children, either tradi-
tional foster homes or group 

homes, until they can be re-
unified with their families, or 
until they are adopted. Children in Crisis, in Fort 

Walton Beach, is a 501©(3) 
non-profit organization 
started by caring members of  
the community to help pro-
vide stability and security for 
those children in our com-
munity who are faced with 
such unimaginable situations. 

Children in Crisis created The 
Children’s Neighborhood, a 
group home, that serves Wal-
ton, Okaloosa, Santa Rosa 
and Escambia counties. Be-
fore the opening of  The Chil-
dren’s Neighborhood in 2008, 
there was no emergency shel-
ter in the community for chil-
dren who were removed from 
their home on short notice 
due to an unsafe situation. 

In addition to the Emer-
gency Shelter, The Children’s 
Neighborhood consists of  five 
foster homes with a married 
couple living in each home 
serving as house parents, a 
pavilion, playground, a recre-
ation center, a food pantry and 
a teen transition home with 
eight apartments for those 
who have transitioned out of  
foster care due to their age. 
In addition to house parents, 
there’s a staff of  volunteers 
that provide support, tutor-
ing the children and helping 
them with their schoolwork. 
It’s a network of  caring peo-
ple who want these children 
to feel safe, to laugh and play, 
and to feel loved. There are 
40-50 children living at The 
Children’s Neighborhood on 
any given day, with roughly 
100 per year who come and 
go or stay. Since its opening in 
2008, more than 900 children 
have been helped. In the foster care system, 

more than 60% of  children OUR FUTURE continued on page 2

BIRTHDAYcontinued on page 2

From the Publisher:Happy Birthday, Destin Life! 

WOW! Destin Life has published 
its first anniversary issue! We join sev-
eral of  our partners and friends who 
are also celebrating special anniversa-
ries at this time. The City of  Destin is 
celebrating its 35th anniversary as an 
incorporated municipality. Ft. Walton 
Beach Medical Center is celebrating 
45 years; First National Bank and 
Ashley Vannoy, Market President, is 
celebrating its first anniversary in the 
Destin market; headquartered locally, 
TripShock celebrates 10 years; our 
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What people are saying about the
                   family of local newspapers...

Advertising with SowaL Life has proved to be invaluable. I have received a great amount of feedback and recog-
nition from my advertisement. I’ve been shocked at the amount of people that have responded to me from the 
newspaper. I will be a customer for life. This is the best value among all of the marketing that I do. Keep up the 
good work!
~ Danny Margagliano, 30A Local Properties

Most cost-effective advertising you can do in Bay, Walton or Okaloosa County; sits on people’s tables for 10-12 
days; great reference Bible!
~ Steve Ortner, Gulf Wind Paddle and Surf

By far the most effective advertising I do! The quality of the ads is what drew me to it in the first place and 
showed me it was going to be a success. For the first time in my life, I called to advertise instead of like every 
other time being asked to advertise. David is very honest and does what he says.
~ Jewelry of 30a, Tim Hardin

Happy news for locals plus really helpful information a local would want to know.
~ Mary Anne Windes, Real Estate Professionals of Destin 

Very cost effective;  Read by your local community; The Pulse and the Heart of South Walton!
~ Tim Norris, Walton County Republican Executive Committee Chair

Kim and I would like to thank SoWal Life for a job well done! We rely heavily on local business and this publi-
cation goes directly to our target audience. Since starting our ad campaign with SoWal Life, we’ve been seeing 
new local customers every night. In fact, our winter sales equal 2016 Spring and Summer numbers. Spectacular! 
Thank You for partnering with us!
~ Mark and Kim Fressell, Crust Artisan Bakery

I receive USA Today, Daily News, The Destin Log, and now, Destin Life. Destin Life is the most informative and 
surely the most fun to read. Keep up the great work! 
~ Rick Harrelson

We have enjoyed our relationship with SoWal Life from the beginning! We have had many people call and visit 
our studio directly from our ad.We have signed at least 15 new students this semester which has helped us grow 
and add on new teachers. We highly recommend SoWal Life to anyone looking to reach the local market!
~ Ray and Lisa Cyr, Studio 237 School of Music

You don’t know me. I have only a small business here in Destin, but I just wanted to thank you for the Destin Life 
publication. In a world of bombardment of bad news and negativity, it’s so refreshing to read positive, uplifting 
messages from your writers. I have lived here for almost two years now, and I have fallen in love with this area, 
it’s people and the businesses. Thank you for a bright shining light in a community that I am proud to call home. 
~ Cheryl Hill 

Destin Life contains feel good news about our community! Good articles, well written commentary. Lori Smith 
does an awesome job; she’s dedicated! Worth your time to read from cover to cover every month!
~ Gail Pelto, Keller Williams

Find us online at SouthWalton.Life and MyDestinLife.com!
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12,000 Homes and Businesses in Santa Rosa Beach,  
30A and Inlet Beach (32459 and 32461)

8,000 Homes and Businesses in Miramar Beach,  
Seascape and Sandestin (32550)

12,000 Homes and Businesses in City of Destin including 
Kelly Plantation, Crystal Beach, Regatta Bay, Emerald Bay,
Destiny East (32541)

11,000 Homes and Businesses in the communities of 
Hammock Bay and Bluewater Bay (32439 and 32578)

Locals
get it!

The Area’s Only Community Newspaper 
Serving South Walton, Miramar Beach, Destin,

Bluewater Bay & Hammock Bay
Unlike other newspapers and magazines, ONLY the Life Media 
family of newspapers delivers your advertising message via the 

U. S. Post Office every month!

BAY

Special Rates Include:
Six months: Discounted 15% per month with credit card

Twelve months: Discounted 20% per month with credit card
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FOR ADVERTISING OR INFORMATION:
SoWal Life - 850.399.0228, Sales@SouthWalton.Life 
Destin Life - 850.688.9886, Sales@MyDestinLife.com
Bay Life - 850.688.9886, Sales@MyBayLife.net
Ad design at no charge. Please submit logos, ad copy and artwork to the following: 
SoWal Life - Graphics@SouthWalton.Life 
Destin Life - Graphics@MyDestinLife.com 
Bay Life - Graphics@MyBayLife.net
All ads, contracts and payments must be in by deadline date.

Account Manager Signature ________________________________________________

Advertising Contract
Date_______________________

Advertiser_____________________________________________________________________________

Contact Name_____________________________________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip Code________________________________________________Phone___________________

Web:_______________________________________ Email:_______________________________________

Signature:________________________________________________________________________________

Comments:_______________________________________________________________________________

STANDARD RATE
Size (width x height)
Two Column Sizes
4x2 .......................................... $88
4x3 ........................................ $132
4x4 ........................................ $176
4X5 ....................................... $220
4X6 ....................................... $264
4x7 ........................................ $308
Three Column Sizes
6x3 ........................................ $198
6x4 ........................................ $264
6x5 ........................................ $330
6x6 ........................................ $396

STANDARD RATE
Size (width x height)
Four Column Sizes
8x4 ........................................ $352
8x5 ........................................ $440
8x6 ........................................ $528
Five Column Sizes
10x2 ...................................... $220
10x3 ...................................... $330
10x4 ...................................... $440
10x5 ...................................... $550
10x6 ...................................... $660
10x12 - Full Page ............... $1320

Other Sizes Available
4x2 available only on contract agreement.

TERMS
Paid by  r Check  
r Credit Card #_____________________________________________
Exp. Date_______________ Sec. Code_____________ Billing Zip__________________

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 
SoWal Life, Destin Life or Bay Life | P.O. Box 1424 Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459 

r SoWal Life - East
r SoWal Life - West
r Destin Life
r Bay Life

Ad Size___________________

Issue Date_________________

Per Issue 
Advertising Cost: $__________

r 3 Months $__________

r 6 Months $__________

r 12 Months $__________

Discount $__________

TOTAL $__________

Deposit Paid $__________

TOTAL DUE $__________

BAY


